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WAUKESHA — The Com-
mon Council voted 13-2
Tuesday night to remove
mandatory masks in pub-
lic spaces within city-
owned buildings by May

15, with the
exclusion of
the Wauke-
sha Transit
C e n t e r
building and
the Wauke-
sha Public
Library.

The two
no-votes were Alderwoman
Cassie Rodriguez and
Alderman Jack Wells. 

The item was put on the
Common Council agenda by
Alderman Eric Payne and
Alderman Cory Payne.

Cory Payne said he felt it
was time to put it on the
agenda after receiving
inquiries on the mandate
and there being no enforce-
ment on the county level.

Mayor Shawn Reilly
asked that the item exclude
the transit building, as it
could have major financial

implications related to
COVID-19 funding for the
city. Reilly clarified at the
meeting that department
heads are able to make their
own rules in relation to
staff, as the vote applied to
public spaces.

Alderman Rick Lemke
originally asked not to have
to wear a mask in the
library and said individuals
are not prevented from
wearing a mask if they
wish to do so.

Alderman Frank McElder-
ry also voiced his agree-
ment with Rick Lemke and
said several county build-
ings have not required
mask mandates for weeks
now.
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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha County
Technical College on Friday hosted a
presentation focusing on women in
welding and the opportunities await-
ing prospective students. 

WCTC instructor Karen Feliciano
said she got into welding by accident.
Initially exploring engineering at the
college in 2007, she was deterred by
the longer timeline of that program;
when her advisor suggested welding,
she jumped in. 

“I fell in love just by looking at the
machines because I’ve always liked
working with my hands, I’ve always
liked getting dirty,” she said. She’s
been teaching at WCTC for six years. 

Mike Cook, another WCTC welding
instructor, said he sees more and
more women going into the field. 

“In this area, we have such good job
placement, we get to see how what we
put into them has a direct influence
on their lives,” he said, noting that in
just two or three years in the field,
students’ lives are noticeably impact-
ed in a positive way. 

The welding options at WCTC are
varied, ranging from a certificate
requiring only nine credits to a tech-
nical diploma requiring about one to
1.5 years of study, to an associate’s
degree which usually takes about two
years. 

“This is really a great program that
allows you a lot of different avenues
after you graduate,” Cook said. He
emphasized even with a focus on
welding, students have gone on to
work as engineers or program laser
machines. 

The presentation included unique
capstone projects from former stu-
dents, who created custom tables,

benches and more. Students have
recently even made barbecue grills
they can take home to cook on this
summer. 

Two current students shared their
experiences as well. 

“I love it,” said Chianti Kirk. “It
started out pretty challenging but I’ve
had some great instructors that
encouraged me (and) now I feel I’m
continuously growing, I’m getting
there.” She said she’d recommend
WCTC’s welding program to other
women. 

Shirley McCullum, another stu-
dent, said she feels the courses are
preparing her for real world jobs. 

One prospective student on the
Zoom presentation said she’s a 32-
year-old social worker and wants to
get into welding but wanted to see
how that works if she’s working full
time. Kirk and McCullum offered
reassurance, saying they both work
full time and haven’t had issues. 

“Women who weld, it really is a
thing,” Cook said. “It’s a real phe-
nomenon going on, there’s a lot of
ladies in welding... we get a lot of peo-
ple who just fall in love with it.” 
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WAUKESHA — From lawyers to elected offi-
cials and bank customers to nonprofit leaders in
Waukesha County, Don Taylor served as a men-
tor and an inspiration, always willing to listen
and to help those who came to him with a ques-

tion or in need of assistance.
Rick Kobriger first got to know Taylor through

his Waukesha law firm, which counted Taylor’s
Waukesha State Bank as one of its clients. Later
on, they both were in the Waukesha Rotary Club
together.

“He truly led by example. He was like an uncle
to me,” Kobriger said. “If I asked him what he
thought, he would tell me what he thought. He

was just a role model for me. I always felt that if
I practiced law the way Don ran his bank, I prob-
ably wouldn’t turn out too bad.

“I never will be a Don Taylor. There is no other
person like Don was.”

Don Taylor of Waukesha died Friday sur-
rounded by his family at the age of 88. He was
born in Waukesha on Dec. 16, 1932, the son of
Carl and Alma Taylor. Taylor’s father, Carl,
founded Waukesha State Bank in 1944, and, when
Carl retired, Don succeeded him, leading the
bank as president and CEO for 25 years from 1969
until 1994.

Former Waukesha State Bank president, local GOP
chairman inspired generations to serve community

WCTC highlights 

Submitted photo 

Waukesha County Technical College Instructor Joe Chaney speaks with student Kasey Wilichowski during a welding course
before COVID-19.
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career opportunities 
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DON TAYLOR  
Dec. 16, 1932 — April 16, 2021
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