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Lermer
From Page 1A

when it came to EKG test-
ing, “if I was informed
before Kai went into his
sports (we) would definitely
have gotten it.” 

The Kai Lermer Memorial
Fund recently held EKG test-
ing for about 200 Waukesha
area students and found one
with Wolff-Parkinson-White
syndrome. 

“That individual was able
to have surgery and come
out of the other side alive,”
said Paul Ybarra, Kai’s god-
father. “We don’t want any
other family to feel the loss of
a child or a loved one from an
undiagnosed heard condi-
tion, and that’s why we’ve
picked up this educational
cause.” 

In a letter, the WIAA stated
the bill would not be neces-
sary as it is including infor-
mation about heard condi-
tions in its annual concus-
sion literature sent to
schools annually, and has

resources available includ-
ing a webpage dedicated to
sudden cardiac arrest. The
statement was read aloud by
Committee Chair Rep. Jere-
my Thiesfeldt,  R-Fond du
Lac. 

Ybarra said he’s glad the
WIAA is taking action but
said their jurisdiction does-
n’t extend to club sports,
which means children in
those circumstances would
still be vulnerable without a
statewide law. He said while
concussion work has been
done to “protects athletes’
heads, now it’s time to pro-
tect their hearts.” 

Allen said the bill would
help keep parents informed
and able to ask questions of
their doctor to explore the
possibility of preventative
testing. 

In recent months, Brook-
field Central athlete Mark
Kassab, 14, passed away from
sudden cardiac arrest. Jor-
dan Glenn, a Wisconsin
Lutheran basketball player,
collapsed at a game against
Menomonee Falls just last

month, but survived with the
help of emergency person-
nel. 

“This is each family’s deci-
sion,” Ybarra said, pointing
out three states have passed
similar bills and more are in
the process. “If they don’t
want to get it, they don’t have
to get it... (It’s) an opt-in, not
an opt-out (for) EKG screen-
ing.” 

Rep. Timothy Ramthun, R-
Campbellsport, said he felt
the WIAA action was insuffi-
cient and voiced support for
the bill. 

“I don’t agree with the
WIAA statement, I don’t
think they have done
enough,” he said. “They
don’t think the bill is neces-
sary. I fully disagree.” 

Recalling his own personal
experiences, Rep. Don
Vruwink, D-Milton, said he
as a child collapsed and was
bedridden for three months
before finding out he had
rheumatic fever. 

“It could have been more
fatal,” he said, adding as a
coach many years later he

had another sudden medical
emergency. “Things can hap-
pen quickly and I feel fortu-
nate I’m here.” 

Looking ahead, Ybarra
said the committee could
issue a recommendation to
the full Assembly.

“I need to convince the
chairman he has enough
votes in favor of it to bring it
forward for a vote,” Allen
said. He said some members
will still need convincing. 

To find out more Kai
and the Kai Lermer
Memorial Fund, visit the
Facebook page at
https://bit.ly/3bWU4UZ.

WEST BEND — Versiti
Blood Center of Wisconsin
is issuing an emergency
appeal for blood donations
as communities across the
state face a potential crisis
with blood supplies drop-
ping to critically low levels.
All blood types are needed
with type O-negative and O-
positive blood most in
demand.

“As COVID-19 restric-
tions ease, allowing people
to gather again and enjoy
all that a Wisconsin sum-

mer has to offer, the atten-
tion has shifted away from
blood donation, creating a
crisis for the state’s blood
supply,” said Dr. Dan Wax-
man, vice president of
transfusion medicine and
senior medical director at
Versiti. “We are urgently
seeking help from our loyal
donors and the public and
asking that anyone able, to
please donate blood today.
Your donation is vital to
ensure that Wisconsin hos-
pitals have the blood they

need for their patients.”
In Wisconsin, the state’s

blood supply has dropped to
a critically low level, with
less than a day’s supply of
blood on shelves to supply
Versiti’s more than 68 hos-
pital partners throughout
the state. Ideally, Versiti
strives for a three-day sup-
ply of blood available to its
partner hospitals.

Compared to a typical
year, Versiti Blood Centers
is down more than 40 per-
cent in donations — or

nearly 20,000 units of blood
— while the need for blood
has increased nearly 10 per-
cent over historical aver-
ages.

O-negative and O-positive
blood donors are most need-
ed now. O-negative blood is
the universal blood type,
meaning donations can be
transfused to all patients,
including trauma victims,
cancer patients and those
undergoing surgery.

Effective now through
June 21, Versiti is expand-

ing capacity and extending
hours at its centers to help
with donation collection,
including the West Bend
location at 130 Valley Ave.

Wisconsin residents can
also make an appointment
to donate at a local commu-
nity blood drive in their
area. Times, dates and loca-
tions of upcoming local
drives can be found online
at https://donate.wiscon-
sin.versiti.org/.
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The 2021 Waukesha Rotary BluesFest Souvenir Poster was
designed this year by Laura Kestly of Pewaukee.

WAUKESHA – The Wauke-
sha Rotary Club is unveiling
the souvenir poster that will
be available for purchase at
this year’s Waukesha Rotary
BluesFest, which will take
place Aug. 13 and 14 at Naga-
Waukee Park in Delafield.

Gates open at 12:30 p.m.
both days of the festival with
the music playing from 1 p.m.
until 10 p.m.

The 2021 Waukesha Rotary
BluesFest Souvenir Poster
was designed this year by
Laura Kestly of Pewaukee.
Mixed-media artist Kestly
incorporates recycled ele-
ments into her creations
when she can and enjoys
doing customized pieces.  

The Waukesha Rotary
BluesFest Art Show is also
held in conjunction with the
music festival and features
select artists representing a
broad variety of affordable
art. 

The 2021 artists include:
Lynn Gaffey - fused glass and
sterling silver jewelry; Bob

Fesser - encaustic wax paint-
ings; Laura Fesser - acrylic
portraits of rock stars; Ann
Windell - painting on recycled
windows, glassware and can-
vas; Samantha Konop -
acrylic and alcohol ink paint-
ing; Rose Lange - mosaic art
and musical chip girls; Don
Priewe - metal sculpture,
indoor and outdoor pieces;
Chuck Weber - oil paintings
and portraiture; Mark
Mueller - pen & ink drawings;
and Karen Vanderlinden -
fancy hats and upcycled
clothing.

The headliner for the festi-
val on Aug. 13 is Robben Ford,
an American blues, jazz and
rock guitarist. On Aug. 14,
Albert Castiglia will be the
featured headliner. Castiglia
is a Miami-raised musician
who embarked on a solo
career that’s yielded nine
critically acclaimed albums.

Advance tickets for Wauke-
sha Rotary BluesFest are now
on sale at the discounted
advance price of just $20 for

one-day tickets and $35 for
two-day tickets through July
14. Prices will be $28 at the
gate for a one-day ticket and
$50 for a two-day ticket.  

Advance tickets are avail-
able online at www.waukesh-
abluesfest.com, in-person at
Almont Gallery in downtown
Waukesha, all Waukesha
State Bank locations and all
White House of Music loca-
tions. 

Waukesha Rotary Blues-
Fest is also offering an “Elite
Experience” seating option
which will provide fans a
front and center reserved
seat and more. More informa-
tion can be found online.

BluesFest will features an
exciting selection of new food
items this year from popular
area restaurants and food
trucks and a full selection of
beverages.

Waukesha Rotary Blues-
Fest is presented by the
Waukesha Rotary Club, cel-
ebrating its 100-year
anniversary this year.  For
additional information and
to see the full lineup, visit
www.waukeshabluesfest.co
m or email info@waukesh-
abluesfest.com.

Waukesha Rotary BluesFest
souvenir poster unveiled

2021 art show participants
announced in anticipation of festival

WCTC
holding

Juneteenth
celebration
featuring
TRUE
Skool

PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College is
celebrating Juneteenth
Thursday from noon to 1:30
p.m., with special guest TRUE
Skool, whose mission is to
engage, educate, and empow-
er youth and communities
through transformative cre-
ative arts and hip hop culture.

The event – Virtual Celebra-
tion of Freedom -- will include
a performance of the Black
National Anthem; poems,
songs and dances; African
drumming; an educational
component featuring history,
facts and traditions; a video
montage and more.

“Juneteenth represents the
celebration (officially
observed on June 19) that
commemorates the emancipa-
tion of enslaved people living
in the United States. In cele-
bration of Juneteenth, we are
honored to have TRUE Skool
as Milwaukee’s center for
transformative creative arts
& Hip Hop culture,” said Der
Taormino, multicultural
resource specialist at WCTC,
in a statement. “In celebra-
tion of Juneteenth, we hope to
create conversations, plat-
forms, and opportunities for
people to continue a dialogue
regarding these types of cele-
brations.”

The free event is open to
WCTC faculty, staff, students
and the greater community. It
is co-sponsored by the Col-
lege’s Multicultural Resource
Center, Gateway Technical
College and Madison College.
Visit the online link Thurs-
day to join the event.

Link: https://rb.gy/yehmii

Brookfield
Academy

head of school 
retiring 

BROOKFIELD — Brook-
field Academy’s Head of
School Sharon Koenings will
retire this summer after 43
years. Koenings was director
of admissions, director of col-
lege counseling, director of
marketing, and assistant head
of school before serving as
head of school for the last
four years. 

In a statement, the academy
noted Koenings will be
remembered, among other
things, for her leadership dur-
ing the pandemic. Brookfield
Academy held in-person
school all year. 

“Sharon always worked to
make Brookfield Academy
better,” said former Head of
School Nyle Kardatzke. “She’s
a visionary with a pragmatic
sense and sharp attention to
detail.”

Brookfield Academy also
announced Doug Ricci will be
Koenings’ successor begin-
ning in July. He’s worked for
the school for 31 years, begin-
ning as a teacher before
becoming athletic director,
head of middle school and
assistant head of school. 

“Doug has been a member
of our faculty and administra-
tion for many years, and he is
deeply committed to the mis-
sion, philosophy, and values of
BA,” Koenings said. “We’ve
been working closely for the
last several years and are
looking forward to continued
growth and progress as we
remain focused on our mis-
sion to graduate students ‘pre-
pared for college and life.’”

By the numbers
Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 563
■ Activity level: 33.6 cases
per 100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 11,068.3
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 10,583.2
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.3%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses admin-
istered: 218,612

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 7,212
■ Positive tests: 611,819
■ Negative tests: 2,966,605

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

MILWAUKEE — Some
big names are set to
perform on the BMO
Harris Pavilion dur-
ing Summerfest in
September this year,
including Leon
Bridges, Joan Jett, REO
Speedwagon and Soul Asy-
lum.

With Summerfest run-
ning during the first three
weekends of September,
there will be daytime head-
liners on the stage.

“After the 15 months
we’ve all just experienced,
I cannot put into words
how much my colleagues
and I are looking forward
to Summerfest 2021, and
particularly to hosting
music fans again,” said
Jud Snyder, BMO’s senior
executive for southeast
Wisconsin. “The BMO
Pavilion lineup is excep-

tional, boasting
an incredibly

diverse and
t a l e n t e d
group of
musicians,

and it’s going
to be great to be

back experiencing
live music again at Sum-
merfest 2021!”

Headliners are: 
Sept. 2: Riley’s L.A.

Guns, 4 p.m.; Bad Boy, 8
p.m.; REO Speedwagon, 10
p.m.

Sept. 3: Leon Bridges,
9:30 p.m.

Sept. 4: John Waite, 4
p.m.; Steely Dane, 8 p.m.;
STYX, 9:30 p.m.

Sept. 9: Soul Asylum, 4
p.m.; Ronnie Nyles, 8 p.m.;
Joan Jett And The Black-
hearts, 9:30 p.m.

Sept. 10: Jefferson Star-
ship, 4 p.m.; U2 Zoo, 8 p.m.;

Goo Goo Dolls, 9:30 p.m.
Sept. 11: Kesha, 10 p.m.
Sept. 16: Tower of Power,

4 p.m.; TBA, 8 p.m.; Drop-
kick Murphys, 9:30 p.m.

Sept. 17: Ohio Players, 4
p.m.; TommyGunn and
Fast Company, 8 p.m.;
Charlie Wilson, 9:30 p.m.

Sept. 18: Neal Francis, 8
p.m.; Black Pumas, 9:30
p.m.

Summerfest will offer
seating options at the BMO
Harris Pavilion with
Miller Lite for all evening
headlining performances.
This policy offers Summer-
fest fans the choice of free
general admission seats or
reserved seats available for
purchase, beginning at 8
p.m. for the evening head-
liners. All seats will be
clearly marked within the
venue.

Man offering $700 reward
for missing bird’s return

WAUKESHA — A Waukesha resident is searching for
his missing cockatiel bird and is offering a $700 reward
for its return. Jon Mago said his bird, Bonito, went miss-
ing April 16 and since he’s been working to spread the
word online and around the city.

Mago said those with information can contact him at
262-309-8151.

Submitted photo

A man is searching for his missing cockatiel in Waukesha.

Leon Bridges, Joan Jett 
to headline BMO Harris Pavilion

during Summerfest

Versiti issues emergency appeal for blood donations

Buses
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Wisconsin’s largest busi-
ness group, Wisconsin Man-
ufacturers & Commerce, on
Monday wrote a letter to
Evers saying it’s not just the
bus system that cannot find
workers.

“Drive down any Main
Street or through any indus-
trial park in Wisconsin to see
the record number of ‘Help
Wanted’ and ‘Now Hiring’
signs as proof that business-
es are desperate for workers,”
WMC’s Scott Manley wrote.

Manley also included

pieces of data that he says
the governor has missed:

“A University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison economist last
week [said] that ‘the labor
market in Wisconsin is
tighter now than it was in
the few months before the
pandemic.’ While this is due
to a number of factors, the
enhanced unemployment
benefits are one of them.
Additionally, the Federal
Reserve Bank of San Fran-
cisco said that the $300 per
week supplemental was a
‘noticeable’ contributor to
the workforce shortage. The
San Francisco Fed also said
one in seven people offered a

job would turn it down
because of the benefits —
that is 14 percent of the
potential workforce that is
actively sitting on the side-
lines. Lastly, research from
the Indeed Hiring Lab
showed that job searches
experienced an uptick of five
percent following the
announcement that states
were going to end the
enhanced benefits. This
shows at least some people
were encouraged to get back
on the job knowing the bene-
fits were going away,” Man-
ley wrote.

Evers said while there may
be a worker shortage, he

doesn’t know if ending
enhanced unemployment
benefits will move many
workers back into the work-
force.

“How many people are sit-
ting at home when they
should be working and get-
ting $300 and being lazy?”
Evers said. “There’s no data
to say this is going to fill 20
jobs or 20,000 jobs. I’m reluc-
tant to take a very important
benefit away from people
there’s no data to support.”

Manley said if Wisconsin
doesn’t do something to
encourage people to get back
to work soon, some business-
es will close for good.


