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Retiring WCTC president
reflects on tenure 

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

PEWAUKEE — After 31
years in executive and
leadership roles within the
technical college system,
Waukesha County Techni-
cal College President
Kaylen Betzig is retiring. 

Betzig has been at WCTC
for 12 years and was at
Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege in Janesville for 19
before that. She joined
WCTC as vice president of
administrative services in
2008, was named executive
vice president in 2010 and
became president in 2015.
Before joining WCTC, Bet-
zig was vice president of
administrative and student
support services at Black-
hawk, overseeing student
services, information tech-
nology, marketing and
recruitment, facilities,
grants and research.

Betzig knew she loved
education early in her life.
“When I was in grade
school (and) high school I
wanted to be a superinten-
dent,” she said, adding that
her father was on the
school board at her K-12
school. 

She said regarding tech-
nical education in particu-
lar, she’s passionate about
the hands-on education
students receive. 

“We want them to be suc-
cessful and we want them
to be able to continue their
educational journey, wher-
ever it takes them,” she
said. “(WCTC) puts its

arms around
students and
e n s u r e s
they’re suc-
cessful.” 

L o o k i n g
ahead, Bet-
zig said
WCTC and
other educa-
tional insti-

tutions will have to work
through the post-pandemic
world and the changes it
may bring to students’
expectations in education.
“In two weeks, we had fac-
ulty turn their homes into
their classrooms,” she said,
adding that some got par-
ticularly creative like vir-
tually using their own
garages for automotive
class. “I had one instructor
that painted his entire
(place) with writeable
paint so he could move
around in his house and
write on the wall.” 

During her time at
WCTC, she’s particularly
proud to have seen the col-
lege maintain low levels of
debt and avoid raising the
mill rate for years, empha-
sizing its commitment to
being a steward of the tax-
payer. 

‘Nothing is done 
individually’

Betzig said WCTC’s
achievements are collec-
tive efforts. “Nothing is
done individually,” she
said. “This is not about
what I’ve accomplished,
this is about what the col-
lege and several people
have accomplished... This

wasn’t Kaylen that did it,
this was a team of very
committed people that put
things in motion.” 

Betzig’s successor will be
Dr. Richard Barnhouse,
who will become WCTC
president Jan. 5. Barn-
house is currently the vice
president of student ser-
vices and enrollment man-
agement at State College of
Florida, Manatee-Sarasota,
and brings with him nearly
20 years of higher educa-
tion experience.

For other leaders in edu-
cation, Betzig advises stay-
ing well informed. “I would
say, you have to be deliber-
ate in your actions,” she
said. “I’m very much one
that considers both sides of
the equation in the sense of
(getting) data from multi-
ple sources before you
make a decision.” 

Betzig said she was
proud of WCTC’s many
articulation agreements
with local high schools,
allowing students to take
classes with credits trans-
ferrable to WCTC. “If you
keep the student at the cen-
ter of all your actions of
what you do, you’re never
going to go wrong,” she
said. 

Betzig hasn’t finalized
plans for what comes next
for her, but she may do
some consulting work in
the future and will also be
spending time with family. 

She voiced optimism
about the college’s future. 

“WCTC is bigger than
any one individual,” she
said. “It keeps going.” 

Betzig

‘Keep the student at the center of all 
your actions,’ says Betzig

La Casa de Esperanza 
president Villarreal leaving

after 31 years 
Will take new position in Texas 

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Longtime
La Casa de Esperanza Presi-
dent and CEO Anselmo Vil-
larreal is resigning in
March to lead Southwest
Key, a Texas-based national
nonprofit agency. He has led
La Casa de Esperanza for 31
years. 

“My heart will forever be
with La Casa de Esperanza,
but Southwest Key needs a
new leader to help it grow
and thrive during challeng-
ing times,” Villarreal said.
“I am grateful the Southwest
Key Board has placed its
trust in me to take on this
challenge. There is more
than one tear in my eye as I
plan to leave La Casa after
more than three decades of
service to the community.
However, I am heartened by
the strong team in place to
continue the La Casa mis-
sion of providing opportuni-
ties to those in our commu-
nity, with an emphasis on
the Hispanic population,
who need support to achieve
full social and economic par-
ticipation in our society.” 

Villarreal
will remain
p r e s i d e n t
and CEO of
La Casa de
E s p e r a n z a
until March
2021. He will
then become
p r e s i d e n t

and CEO of Southwest Key
and turn over his La Casa
duties to its long-time Chief
Operating Officer Shari
Campbell, who will be inter-
im president and CEO until
a successor is selected. Vil-
larreal said that at his
request, he will assist with
the transition and search for
a new La Casa leader on a
volunteer basis until his
successor is selected. 

“It is bittersweet to think
of La Casa without Ansel-
mo, but Shari has worked
hand-in-glove with him dur-
ing the last several years on
projects including the char-
ter school, our housing ser-
vices, our Head Start pro-
gram, our Center for Finan-
cial Stability and much
more,” said La Casa Board
Chair Rudy Gutierrez. “She
has a demonstrated track
record of success and is well

known and respected by the
La Casa community. We are
in very competent hands
with Shari in charge and
our strong senior leadership
team. She knows La Casa
and its programs well and
has many strong relation-
ships at the agency and in
the community. She will do a
great job.” 

Campbell said all La Casa
programs are in very capa-
ble hands as the transition
begins. “All our programs
are in great shape as we all
continue to navigate the
COVID-19 pandemic,” she
said. 

Villarreal won praise from
leaders throughout the com-
munity, including former
Wisconsin Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Rebecca Kleefisch,
Waukesha County Executive
Paul Farrow, Waukesha
State Bank President and
CEO Ty Taylor and Wauke-
sha Mayor Shawn Reilly,
among others. 

Villarreal told The Free-
man the transition is one of
“mixed emotions” and while
his heart will be with La
Casa de Esperanza, he had a
“gut feeling to pursue this
opportunity in Texas.” 

Villarreal

Polzin named New Berlin
fire chief

By Katherine Beck
kbeck@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

NEW BERLIN — The New
Berlin Fire Department has
a new leader with Mark
Polzin named fire chief.

Polzin comes to New
Berlin with over 26 years of
fire experience with the
Racine Fire Department,
according to the announce-
ment.

“Mark was the unanimous
choice of the (police and fire)
commissioners, who collec-
tively felt he had the experi-
ence, credentials and tem-
perament to guide the New
Berlin Fire Department into
the next decade,” said Police
and Fire Commission chair
Richard T. Piontek. “Compe-
tition for fire service leader-
ship talent in our region of
the state is particularly keen
right now and the city is
indeed fortunate to attract
such a well-qualified leader
to join our public safety
team.”

P o l z i n
began his fire
service career
in 1992 as a
participant in
the Pleasant
Prairie Fire
and Rescue
D e p a r t m e n t
live-in pro-

gram. In 1994, he was hired
by the Racine Fire Depart-
ment, where he most recent-
ly held the position of divi-
sion chief of Fire Preven-
tion. He brings experience in
recruiting, training, safety
management, strategic plan-
ning, department accredita-
tion, and labor relations.

“I am truly grateful and
honored to be named fire
chief for the city of New
Berlin and work together
with the women and men
who proudly serve the com-
munity,” Polzin said in a
statement. “I look forward to
continuing the outstanding
work done by Chief Bertram
and Interim Chief Gillard
with a focus on a culture of

excellence, continuous
improvement, and strong
relationships with the com-
munity and local stakehold-
ers.”

Polzin earned a bachelor’s
degree in fire science man-
agement from Southern Illi-
nois University and holds a
master’s degree in educa-
tional leadership from the
University of Illinois at
Springfield. He is a graduate
of the National Fire Acade-
my Executive Fire Officer
Program.

“We are confident Chief
Polzin will build upon the
successes of former Chief
Lloyd Bertram and elevate
the traditions of service and
professionalism that are the
hallmarks of our city’s fire
department,” said Mayor
Dave Ament. “He joins a vet-
eran team of assistant chiefs
who have served our city
without missing a beat dur-
ing the protracted recruit-
ment and selection process.
We owe them all a debt of
gratitude.”

Has 26 years of experience in Racine

Polzin

Wisconsin confirms Biden
as winner following recount

MADISON (AP) — Joe
Biden’s victory in battle-
ground Wisconsin was con-
firmed Monday following a
partial recount that only
added to his 20,600-vote mar-
gin over President Donald
Trump, who has promised to
file a lawsuit seeking to
undo the results. 

Confirmation of the
results by the Democratic
chairwoman of the Wiscon-
sin Elections Commission
started a five-day window
for Trump to file a lawsuit.
Trump on Saturday
promised to file a lawsuit
either on Monday or Tues-
day, a longshot attempt to
overturn the results by dis-
qualifying as many as
238,000 ballots. Trump’s
attorneys have alleged there
was widespread fraud and
illegal activity. 

Biden’s campaign has said
the recount showed that
Biden won Wisconsin deci-
sively and there was no
fraud. Even if Trump were
successful in Wisconsin, the
state’s 10 Electoral College
votes would not be enough to
undo Biden’s overall victory. 

‘‘There’s no basis at all for
any assertion that there was
widespread fraud that would
have affected the results,’’
Wisconsin’s Democratic
Attorney General Josh Kaul
said in a statement Monday. 

State law gives the power

to confirm the
e l e c t i o n
results to the
chair of the
b i p a r t i s a n
W i s c o n s i n
E l e c t i o n s
Commission.
The position
r o t a t e s

between Republicans and
Democrats and is currently
held by Ann Jacobs, a Demo-
crat. She signed the canvass
statement showing Biden as
the winner over objections
from Republicans who want-
ed to wait until after legal
challenges were exhausted. 

The commission called
Jacobs’ action a ‘‘determina-
tion,’’ rather than certifica-
tion, even though earlier
this year and in prior elec-
tions it has called such
action certification. 

Republican elections com-
missioner Bob Spindell said
final certification would not
take place until after
Trump’s lawsuit plays out. 

Trump’s legal challenges
have failed in other battle-
ground states, including
Arizona, Georgia, Michigan,
Nevada and Pennsylvania.
Two lawsuits from others
seeking to disqualify ballots
in Wisconsin were filed last
week with the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, which has
not taken action. 

Trump paid $3 million for
recounts in Dane and Mil-
waukee counties, the two
largest Democratic counties
in Wisconsin, but the
recount ended up increasing
Biden’s lead by 87 votes.
Biden won statewide by

nearly 20,700 votes. 
Trump, during the

recount, sought to have bal-
lots discarded where elec-
tion clerks filled in missing
address information on the
certification envelope where
the ballot is inserted. The
state elections commission
told clerks before the elec-
tion that they could fill in
missing information on the
absentee ballot envelopes, a
practice that has been in
place for at least the past 11
elections. 

Trump also challenged
any absentee ballot where a
voter declared themselves to
be ‘‘indefinitely confined’’
under the law, a designation
that increased from about
57,000 in 2016 to nearly
216,000 this year due to the
pandemic. Such a declara-
tion exempts the voter from
having to show a photo iden-
tification to cast a ballot.
The conservative-controlled
Wisconsin Supreme Court
this spring ruled that it is up
to individual voters to deter-
mine whether they are
indefinitely confined, in line
with guidance from the state
elections commission. 

Republicans
object, citing

legal challenges

Biden

‘‘There’s no basis at all for
any assertion that there

was widespread fraud that
would have affected the

results.”

— Wisconsin Attorney 
General Josh Kaul

Defendant’s competency 

questioned in Brookfield

attempted homicide case 
WAUKESHA – The com-

petency of Lauren Toll, a 78-
year-old Greendale man
charged with attempted
homicide, was brought into
question in court Monday. 

Toll is charged with
attempted first degree
intentional homicide, use of
a dangerous weapon. If con-
victed, he could be sen-
tenced to up to 60 years in

prison. He allegedly shot a
man in the head in Brook-
field in November. 

Toll’s attorney, Christo-
pher Lee Hartley, requested
court proceedings be sus-
pended until his client’s
competency can be evaluat-
ed. 

“I have reason to doubt
his competency,” he said.

Court Commissioner

Linda Saafir agreed to do so
at least until a doctor’s
report is returned. 

Toll’s next appearance in
court is scheduled for Dec.
30. 

“If we get the report back
early, we could perhaps even
adjust that date,” Hartley
said, adding he’d like to pro-
ceed “as expeditiously as
possible.” 

Man facing charges after allegedly
threatening officer

OCONOMOWOC — A
man was charged with
throwing or discharging
bodily fluids at a public
safety worker and threat to
a law enforcement officer
after alleged events on
Thursday.

According to the com-
plaint, officers were dis-
patched to the 1000 block of
Lowell Drive for a man act-

ing disorderly. 
The girlfriend of the man

said he had allegedly been
drinking heavily for the
past two days and acting
disorderly.

Contact was made with
the man by the name of
Gunner Masalewicz, 30,
who then allegedly called
the responding officer “not
a man” and spit on his boot.

According to the com-
plaint, Masalewicz had later
been taken to the hospital to
be evaluated on his intoxi-
cation level and then trans-
ported to the Waukesha
County Jail. There, he made
alleged threats against the
officer who arrested him
and said: “I know where he
and his family live, he’ll get
his.”

UW economist: State’s economic
comeback began when 

Safer At Home order ended

By Benjamin Yount 
The Center Square

MADISON — Hundreds
of thousands of people con-
tinue to be out of work in
Wisconsin, but one Univer-
sity of Wisconsin
economist says the state is
well on its way to an eco-
nomic recovery. 

UW-Madison economist
Noah Williams told News
Talk 1130 WISN’s Jay
Weber on Monday that Wis-
consin’s bounceback since
the worst of the coron-
avirus this spring is a story
for other states to hear. 

“We had a relatively
severe and rapid downturn
in the middle of March and
April with the first phases

of lockdowns and volun-
tary cutbacks,” Williams
said. “But we really
bounced back very strongly.
Particularly after the
Supreme Court decision
invalidating the governor’s
Stay at Home Order, we
bounced back very fast.”

Williams said the end of
that order, which forced
restrictions on all types of
businesses in Wisconsin,
was key to jumpstarting the
state’s economic recovery. 

So was Wisconsin’s
strong manufacturing
economy, Williams said. 

“We remain a very manu-
facturing-heavy state,”
Williams said. “Even dur-
ing the lockdowns, a lot of
manufacturers were able to
keep operating. I heard
someone say that as long as
manufacturers were suffi-
ciently creative, they were
able to be declared an
essential business.”

Unemployment in Wis-
consin ticked-up to 5.7% in
October. That is nearly
twice what it was in Febru-
ary, before the virus, but is
a far cry from the record

14% unemployment in
April. 

Williams said the prob-
lem now in Wisconsin is
not that there are not
enough jobs. He said there
are not enough workers. 

“There is still quite a bit
of unemployment,”
Williams said. “There’s
unemployment in the ser-
vice sector, restaurants,
hotels. But manufacturers
and retail are looking for
workers.”

Williams said last week
that the state’s economy
has stalled. He blamed local
lockdown orders for the
decline. But Williams said
overall, Wisconsin is doing
better than many of its
neighbors. And will very
likely do even better once
the coronavirus vaccine
becomes widely available. 

“The real takeaway that I
get from all of this is that
the economy is a lot more
resilient than I think peo-
ple give it credit for,”
Williams said. “Given the
chance, I think the Ameri-
can economy is a power-
house.”

Several sectors
still in need of
workers despite

high rate of
unemployment


