
The Freeman - 06/15/2018 Page : A02

Copyright © 2018 Conley Group. All rights reserved 06/15/2018
June 18, 2018 8:17 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 90% from original to fit letter page


TOWN OF LISBON —
Hamilton High School’s pro-
duction of “Peter Pan: A
Musical Adventure” earned
three Jerry Awards June 10
at the awards show held at
Overture Hall in Madison.
Award recipients were: 

Joseph Davila – spirit

award;
Darcy Devans – outstand-

ing costume design; and
Katie Krause – outstand-

ing costume design.
Jerry Awards are the high

school equivalent of Broad-
way’s Tony Awards. This is
the first year Hamilton has

been involved in the pro-
gram which encourages,
recognizes and honors
excellence in high school
musical theater.

Sarah Plamann, Maple
Avenue music teacher, is the
Hamilton Drama Club advi-
sor and musical director.
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Speedbump

Let us welcome you to
Waukesha County

  

 
 

 
  

  

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

This ad sponsored in the community interest by Freeman Newspapers, LLC.

   
   

  

 
  

  
   

        

    

      

     

      

  

  
  

  

 

  
  

  

 

  

 
  

  

  
  

   
   

  
   

   

We bring maps and free gifts from local 

merchants, and community information to

welcome you to your new neighborhood! 

NO STRINGS Attached! If you’ve recently

moved or know someone who has, call us today.

257724011

Lake Country 
Greetings

(Greater Oconomowoc and Dousman)

262-567-3527 • Mary Kay
Cell 262-490-3527

Area Welcome
Welcoming greater

communities of
Hartland, Pewaukee

and Sussex
Contact Deb at

262-369-5340 or
cell 414-659-9110

Text Us!

Chinchilla
rescued from

hoarding 
situation 
re-homed
once again

WAUKESHA — A chin-
chilla rescued from a home
hoarding 331 of the crea-
tures back in 2015 had orig-
inally found a new home,
but after being returned
this week due to the new
owner relocating to a place
where it would not be
allowed, the chinchilla had
to go through the re-hom-
ing process once again. 

Jennifer Smieja, commu-
nication and marketing
coordinator for the
Humane Animal Welfare
Society, says it is not
uncommon for pets to be
adopted and returned, as is
stipulated by the HAWS
adoption contract.

“We see chinchillas as
often as any other exotic
small pets — not regularly,
but it is not unusual for
us,” said Smieja.

She explained that this
particular chinchilla was
re-adopted within 10 days of
arrival, and that there are
no specific requirements
for those looking to bring
home a more unusual pet.

“Chinchillas have unique
needs, as do many unusual
pets,” said Smieja. “We
have lots of information on
them to share with poten-
tial adopters, and we also
recommend they do a little
research on their own
before making the decision
to adopt.”

On March 29, 2015, offi-
cers were dispatched to a
Melody Lane residence
where they found the hun-
dreds of chinchillas
(including the re-adopted
one), along with several
more dead animals within
the unventilated home.
HAWS removed the living
animals and housed them
until they were put up for
adoption earlier this year.
Care of the chinchillas cost
HAWS an average of $2,652
per day while they cared for
them.

Waukesha Fire Depart-
ment officials found the
ammonia levels from urine
inside the home to be at
dangerous levels, which
they believed could cause
potential health issues in
as little as 15 minutes,
according to a criminal
complaint.

— Freeman Staff

GEE, what 
a farm!

Gee family shares their 
animals through 

Great Educational Experience
By Eileen Mozinski

Schmidt
Special to The Freeman

MUKWONAGO — Kathy
Gee has loved animals since
she was at least 8 years old.

“My dad got me chip-
munks for my birthday,”
said Gee, explaining the
start of her long-held affec-
tion for animals, an inclina-
tion now supported by her
husband.

“Kathy has a passion for
animals, always has,” said
David Gee. “People say,
‘David, you must love ani-
mals and my answer is,
‘Well, I love Kathy, and she
loves animals.”

If not harboring quite the
same level of devotion,
David Gee seems to enjoy
animals as well. On a recent
spring day on their farm
near Mukwonago, David
and his wife tended to
Abish, their two-toed sloth,
bringing her snacks and dis-
cussing whether to bring
her along on a tractor ride
tour of the property.

In 2009, Kathy and David
launched their local busi-
ness, GEE Funny Farm, or
Great Educational Experi-
ences LLC, to share their
family of animals with oth-
ers.

Kathy Gee combined a
degree and varied experi-
ence in education with busi-
ness coursework completed
at Waukesha County Tech-
nical College to bring the
needed skills to run their
property as a business. The
result is an interactive expe-
rience for people and the 20
species of animals on the
Gee farm. 

“So the business is to jus-
tify the animals she loves to
have and (is) sharing them
and educating people,” said
David Gee, who retired from
corporate America two

years ago to work with
Kathy on the business for a
while.

The pair, who grew up in
Flagstaff, Arizona, came to
Wisconsin by way of Vir-
ginia and Missouri and
have been here for 30 years.

Their 44-acre farm now
houses about 60 animals.
They range in size from
Porthos, a Peruvian cross
horse, to Lydia, a flying
squirrel who weighs about 3
ounces.

Many of the smaller ani-
mals live inside the couple’s
home, including a snake,
tortoise, lizard, parrots,
hedgehog, chinchilla, two
rabbits, and others. Abish
the sloth also lives in the
house because she needs
temperature and humidity
control, and in the winter
the family’s indoor-outdoor
pig also makes himself at
home inside.

The larger animals reside
outside, in a series of
fenced-off areas including
shelters and roaming space
in the rolling hills of the
farm.

The business operates by
appointment, including vis-
its to the farm and travel
within a 60-mile radius to
various sites. The Gees have
a conditional use permit to
operate on the property, and
Kathy Gee is licensed
through the United States
Department of Agriculture. 

Traveling appointments
incorporate some of the
smaller animals from the
farm. David Gee said they
have attended events at
schools, parties, businesses,
libraries and others
throughout the greater Mil-
waukee area, and aim to
make the process easy for
hosts.

“We have tarps and we’ll
leave no trace as far as com-
ing and going,” he said.

Whether at home or on
the road, Kathy Gee said she
works to customize the
experience to each person
or group, selecting animals
appropriate for the age and
setting.

David Gee said the price
of booking an event either
at the farm or at another
location varies by customer
because of Kathy’s cus-
tomization of services.

There is a minimum fee of

$100 to visit the farm on a
weekday, and $120 on Satur-
days, to cover the costs of
setup. At larger events, the
Gees will include handlers
to assist with the animals.

‘Joy and surprise’
The reactions of people is

one of the best parts of run-
ning the business, accord-
ing to both Gees.

One event involved bring-
ing Abish to a woman’s
birthday party. She “broke
into tears because it’s her
favorite animal and she
never thought she’d see
one,” Kathy Gee said.

David Gee said he likes
meeting people through
their operation.

“I like the exclamations of
joy and surprise of the kids,
and even adults sometimes
when they see an animal,”
he said. 

The instruction goes both
ways, according to David
Gee.

“We get some great ques-
tions that challenge us,” he
said. “We’re always learn-
ing.”

Eileen Schmidt/Special to The Freeman

Kathy and David Gee and Abish the sloth at their farm near Mukwonago. Their business,
GEE Funny Farm, Great Educational Experiences LLC., is focused on education and inter-
action with animals.

A view of the farm owned by Kathy and David Gee near Muk-
wonago. Their farm houses 60 animals and is home to their
business, GEE Funny Farm, Great Educational Experiences
LLC., is focused on education and interaction with animals
both at their farm and at area events.
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Hamilton High School drama students visited Madison for the Jerry Awards show held in
Overture Hall on June 10.

Hamilton High School drama 
receives three Jerry Awards

MADISON — Gov. Scott
Walker announced an
additional $38.6 million
will go to fund  another 70
bridge projects statewide
for the 2018-22 Local
Bridge Improvement Pro-
gram cycle. 

These 70 bridges are in
addition to the 113
bridges that were previ-
ously funded in this pro-
gram cycle for  $76.4 mil-
lion. 

The total is now 183
bridges across the state. 

The additional money
was approved by the
Joint Finance Committee
on Thursday, which
brings the total funding
for the Local Bridge Pro-
gram to $115 million. 

“We are making sure
our infrastructure is safe-
ly and efficiently con-
necting people and com-
merce in every corner of
our state,” Walker said. 

Out of those 70 bridges
added, 12 are in south-
eastern Wisconsin, which
will use nearly a third of
the additional money. 

A joint press release
from state Rep. John
Nygren, R-Marinette, and

state Sen. Alberta Dar-
ling, R-River Wills, said
Wisconsin will be able to
repair or replace every
bridge that local govern-
ments have identified as
needing repair. 

“We also will be able to
make a major investment
in the state highway
rehabilitation program
and complete a mega pro-
ject years ahead of sched-
ule,” the press release
said. “This is great news
for motorists and taxpay-
ers.”

Finishing the North-
South corridor will make
Wisconsin safe, more
competitive and will con-
tinue to grow Wisconsin’s
community, the press
release from Nygren and
Darling said. 

“This corridor is cru-
cial to our economy. More
than $90 billion in freight
travels on the North-
South every year,” the
press release stated.
“Completing the project
earlier than expected will
save taxpayers money,
time, and headaches.”

— Freeman Staff

Walker announces
additional $38.6 million
in local bridge projects

Journalist is
71st Alice in
Dairyland 

MADISON— The 2018 Alice
in Dairyland winner is Kait-
lyn Ann Riley, 24, of Gays
Mills. 

Riley was selected for the
crown at the Adams-Friend-
ship Fine Arts Center on May
19 over five other finalists.
Riley is the third Crawford
County woman to win the
title.

Riley grew up on a Jersey
dairy farm and graduated
from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison in 2017 with a
degree in broadcast journal-
ism. Riley was an Alice final-
ist last year in Green Bay, and
has also been named Fairest
of the Fair in Crawford Coun-
ty and at the state level. 

Riley will begin her state-
paid job on June 4 as the
state’s 71st Alice in Dairyland.
She said she is excited for the
opportunity to travel the state
and promote the agricultural
industry of Wisconsin. 


