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Wisconsin Intrastate Hours of Service



Why Have Hours of Service Regulations?

• A CDC survey showed that nationwide, an estimated 1 in 25 adult drivers 
reported having fallen asleep while driving in the previous 30 days.

• NHTSA estimates that in 2017 there were 91,000 police-reported crashes 
that involved drowsy drivers. These crashes led to an estimated 50,000 
people injured and nearly 800 deaths.

• There is broad agreement among experts that the figures are 
underestimated.

FATIGUE!!!



Wisconsin Hours of Service Regulations

• Intended to Reduce Fatigued Driving Crashes in CMVs

• Based on Part 395 of Federal Regulations

• Can be found in Wisconsin Trans 327 

• Wisconsin regulations allow for longer driving times for cargo

• ELDs are to be used unless exempted when required to log

• State passenger carrier regulations are the same as Part 395.5 of the 
federal regulations with the new Trans 327



Two Methods to Record Hours of Service

• The 150 air-mile short haul exemption is an option but the driver must meet 
certain requirements.

• Logs/ELDs can always be used to record hours of service.



Short Haul Exemption for Cargo

• Driver must stay within a 150 air mile radius of their work reporting 
location.

• The driver must be back within 14 hours and released from duty.
• Cargo drivers must have 10 consecutive hours off between each shift.
• Must keep a time record with the name, date, time in, time out and hours 

worked for the driver.
• Cargo carriers must not operate after 70 hours in 7 days or 80 hours in 8 

days



Short Haul Exemption for Passengers 
(New Trans 327)

• Driver must stay within a 150 air mile radius of their work reporting 
location.

• The driver must be back within 14 hours and released from duty. 
• Must have 8 consecutive hours off between each shift.
• Must keep a time record with the name, date, time in, time out and hours 

worked for the driver.
• Passenger carriers must not operate after 60 hours in 7 days or 70 hours in 

8 days.



The Short Haul (Timecard) Exemption

https://www.mapdevelopers.com/draw-
circle-tool.php



An Example of a Driver’s Time Record



• The log in this image is an example of 
a federal log.  

• Legible and easy to Understand.

• Trans 327 requires Wisconsin hours of 
service documents to have the bar 
graph and other information just like 
federal hours of service logs.

What Does a Record of Duty Status (Log) 
Look Like?



Record of Duty Status (Logging) Method

1. Off-duty - The driver has no responsibility to the company.

2. Sleeper berth - the driver is occupying the sleeper berth.

3. On Duty-Driving - the driver is at the controls of the commercial motor 
vehicle.

4. On Duty-Not Driving – the driver is performing service to the motor 
carrier but is not driving.

4 Categories of Time Recording:



What Is On-Duty Time Defined As?
FMCSR 395.2 – Definition of “On Duty Time” includes but is not limited to:

• Time at a plant, terminal, facility or other property of a motor carrier or shipper.

• Time inspecting or servicing a commercial vehicle.

• All driving time.

• All time in or on a commercial motor vehicle, other than:

• (i) Time spent resting in or on a parked vehicle, except as otherwise provided in §397.5 of this 
subchapter;

• (ii) Time spent resting in a sleeper berth; or

• (iii) Up to 3 hours riding in the passenger seat of a property-carrying vehicle moving on the highway 
immediately before or after a period of at least 7 consecutive hours in the sleeper berth.



Wisconsin Hours of Service for Drivers 
of Cargo Carrying Vehicles

No driver shall drive, nor shall any motor carrier require or permit and 
driver to drive:

• More than 12 hours driving following 10 consecutive hours off duty.

• For any period after having been on duty 16 hours following 10 consecutive hours 
off duty.

• After having been on duty for 70 hours in any period of 7 consecutive days.

• After having been on duty for 80 hours in any period of 8 consecutive days.



Wisconsin Hours of Service Regulations 
for Passenger Carrying Vehicles

• More than 10 hours following 8 consecutive hours off duty.
• For any period after having been on duty 15 hours following 8 

consecutive hours off duty.
• After having been on duty 60 hours in any 7 consecutive days.
• After having been on duty 70 hours in any 8 consecutive days.

No driver shall drive, nor shall any motor carrier require or permit a driver of 
a passenger carrying commercial motor carrier vehicle to drive: 



What are the Rest Options for Cargo?
• Four ways to get the required 10 consecutive hours off-duty:

1. 10 consecutive hours off duty
2. 10 consecutive hours sleeper berth
3. 10 consecutive hours off duty and sleeper berth combined
4. One 7 hour period in a sleeper, plus an additional period of at least 2 hours of off duty, in a sleeper 

or a combination thereof with both breaks that are paired adding up to at least 10 hours.

• Wisconsin adopted these options and they are found in the FMCSR 395.1(g).



Rest Options-Cargo 

Option 1

Option 2



Rest Options-Cargo 

Option 3

Option 4



The 34 Hour Reset-Cargo Carriers Only

The 70 hours in 7 days and 80 hours in 8 days drive time limits for drivers 
can be reset by allowing the driver to have 34 consecutive hours off.  

FMCSR Part 395.3(c) –
1. Any period of 7 consecutive days may end with the beginning of any off-duty 

period of 34 or more consecutive hours.
2. Any period of 8 consecutive days may end with the beginning of any off-duty 

period of 34 or more consecutive hours.



Hours Counting Process

1. Find the start time for the driver.  Determine which 
option the driver is using. (Option 1, 2, 3, or 4)

2. Find the stop time for the driver.

3. Count the hours between the start time and the stop 
time.  

4. Determine whether the driver was in violation.  

5. Repeat.



8 Day Log Example-
Cargo

Exercise 1-Cargo



Exercise 1-Cargo



Exercise 1-Cargo



Exercise 1-Cargo



Exercise 1-Cargo



Exercise 1-Cargo

• 12-hour rule violation on Day 4 from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 – 
8:00 p.m.

• 16-hour rule violation on Day 4 from 7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 -
8:00 p.m. 

• 16-hour rule violation on Day 8 from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 



80 Hour Rule-Cargo



Try it Yourself!

Exercise 2-Cargo



Exercise 2-Cargo



Exercise 2-Cargo



Exercise 2-Cargo



Exercise 2-Cargo



Exercise 2-Cargo

• 16-hour rule violation on Day 2 from 10:00 – noon.

• 12-hour rule violation on Day 4 from 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

• 16-hour rule violation on Day 6 from 8:45 – noon, 1:30 – 3:00 
p.m. and 3:30 – 7:00 p.m.

• 12-hour rule violation on Day 6 from 10:15 – noon, 1:30 – 3:00 
p.m. and 3:30 – 7:00 p.m.



Exercise #2-Cargo



Drivers Can Be Declared Out of Service

• No driver shall drive after being on duty in excess of the maximum periods 
permitted.

• Driver required to have the previous 7 days logs in possession and 
available for inspection

• Out of service is determined according to CVSA North American Standard 
Out of Service Criteria or hours limitations found in Trans 327



Record Retention

• Each motor carrier shall maintain records of duty status and all 
supporting documents for each driver it employs for a period of 6 
months from the date of receipt of the duty status and supporting 
documents.

• The driver shall retain a copy of each for the previous 7 consecutive 
days which shall be in the driver’s possession and available for 
inspection while on duty. 



Some Exemptions for ELDs

• Required to complete a log not more than 8 days in any 30 day 
period

• Driveaway-towaway (vehicle driven is part of the shipment being 
delivered)

• Driveaway-towaway (vehicle being transported is a motor-home or 
recreational vehicle trailer)

• Vehicles manufactured before model year 2000 as reflected in VIN



Personal Conveyance (New Trans 327)
• The movement of a commercial motor vehicle for personal use while off 

duty. (When driver is relieved of all responsibility to the motor carrier.)

• FMCSA provides guidance on proper and improper use of personal 
conveyance.

• Commercial motor vehicle is not required to be empty and can be used 
for personal conveyance while laden.  

• Motor carrier can establish limitations more restrictive than the FMCSA 
guidance.  



Smaller Vehicles Exempted from Hours 
of Service 

• Drivers of CMVs 26000 lbs. or less (non-CDL) and not transporting 
placardable quantities of hazardous materials.

• Drivers of passenger vehicles with GVWRs of 26000 lbs. or less and not 
requiring a CDL  (less than 16 passengers including driver).



Other Vehicles Exempted from Hours of 
Service
• School buses performing transport for educational or extracurricular 

activity

• Tow truck operators responding to emergencies at the request of a law 
enforcement officer



More Exemptions

• Drivers of emergency vehicles

• Covered farm vehicles and carriers 
operating under the 395.1(k) 
agricultural exemption
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